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there is an excellent   Industrial   School conducted  by
the Brethren of the Oxford Mission.
the maetiniere.
We now find on our right two of the principal English
educational institutions of Bengal—the Boys' and the
Girls' Martiniere Colleges. A brief account of the
founder will be expected in this place. Until quite
recently^ has been the general belief that-Claud Martin
was a young French soldier who deserted from ially's
Body-Guard during the Siege of Pondicherry in 1760.
Mr. S. C. Hill in his Life of Claud Martin, a work of pro-
found research, has shown that Martin was a very common
name in the French Army, and that historians, serious
or gossiping, have hitherto confused our Claud Martin
with two other Martins, who had been "very badly treated
by Mr. Lally," were received by Eyre Coote and
granted commissions. Gaud Martin, it seems, came to
the English, not as a deserter, but as prisoner of war.
He was temporarily placed in charge of a detachment
of his fellow-prisoners, but on the condition that he would
not be required to fight against his own countrymen if
the ship conveying the detachment to Mauritius were
attacked. Owing to foul weather, the ship came back to
port.
"Peace came to put an end to all hopes of distinction in the French Service
in India, realising that his roturier hirth would always drag him down if he
returned to France, this man, who if born a quarter of a century later, might
have teen one of the heroes of the French Revolution, saw that Ms wisest
Bourse was to take service with the English. An officer of birth might have
objected to such a course, but his objection would have been one of sentiment
and not of honour. Martin came to the English from a gallant regiment,
with unblemished character, with a personal reputation for coolness and
resource, and was soon found to possess more than the education of a mere
runaway school-boy."—S. C. Hill: o$. cit., pp, 20—22.
*
In 1764, Martin, having remained loyal during a Euro-
pean Mutiny, was sent to Calcutta, and there, on April
18th, received his commission as a Lieutenant. For
an account of Martin's career as a soldier and an assist-
ant to the first Surveyor-General of Bengal, Major Ben-
nell, and for his doings in the service of the NawaVs
Wazir at Lucknow, the reader must consult Mr. Hill's

